August 21, 2007
Representative Earl Blumenauer

729 N.E. Oregon Street, Suite 115
Portland, OR 97232

Dear Representative. Blumenauer:
I am writing to urge you to co-sponsor the Family and Workplace Balancing Act of 2007 (HR 2392), introduced this May by Representative. Lynn Woolsey of CA.  The Act provides assistance for working families by: 
1. helping states provide paid leave for those caring for young children and elderly relatives. Also, it extends current unpaid Family and Medical Leave Act protections to employers with 15 or more employees, for additional family responsibilities, and is pro-rated for part time employees; 

2. increasing child care options for working families; 

3. providing funding for after-school programs and universal pre-kindergarten; 

4. improving nutrition with reduced or free meals at school; and 

5. encouraging more family-friendly and flexible workplaces, including equitable treatment and benefits for part-time and temporary workers. 

This bill addresses many of the issues that concern working parents of all income levels here in Oregon and across the nation.  And it’s about time!!  There is a very real disconnect between public policy and the reality of today’s American family: we need different policies to support the success of our families and children.  

The Family and Workplace Balancing Act currently has 62 co-sponsors, but no Oregonians.  I am a Portland parent who would like the rest of the nation and their legislators in D.C. to know that Oregon parents want to see this - and other family-friendly legislation - pass.  Please help our voices be heard, and make Portland – and America - a great place to raise a family.  
Thank you in advance for considering my opinion, I look forward to seeing your support for this and other family-friendly policies in Washington.

Sincerely,

Registered Portland Voter

Address: 

